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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON NO. XXIV. 
A TRINITY SUNDAY SERMON. 


“Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, aud of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Matt. xxviii. 19. 


Ir is the privilege of Christians to have the being, attributes, and 
vill of God revealed to them in Holy Scriptures inspired by Him- 
self, As this Revelation holds forth the promise of acceptance with 
God to all who obey its instructions, we may be assured that it con- 
tains all that is necessary to be known in order to our salvation. 
We acknowledge it, therefore, to be a perfect rule both of faith and 
practice, and we receive nothing as ordained of God which is not 
there to be found. But, because it is a Revelation from God, we 
are unquestionably bound to receive all that it contains, and to be- 
lieve every truth that is revealed in it, however opposed to our pre- 
conceptions, opinions and prejudices. We are to employ our reason 
and understanding to investigate its contents, and to avail ourselves 

go! every assistance we can obtain to discover their meaning. We are 

to study it with diligence and impartiality, according to th true 
principles of language, and the correct rules of interpretation ; but 
when we have, by these means, arrived at any result which is not in 
itself absurd, We are not to reject it because the truth so discovered 
may appear to us improbable,—nor because we cannot comprehend 
the manner in which it may be true ;—nor yet because we may be 
unable to reconcile it with some other known truths. We are to 
search the Scriptures with diligence, to interpret them with fidelity, 
todiseuss them with an humble consciousness of our feeble under- 
standiag, and with a firm resolution sincerely to believe and do 
whatever we may find them to enjoin. 

It need not be denied that there are in the Holy Scriptures some 
things hard to be understood. The nature of the inyisible world, 
and the character and attributes of the invisible God, must contain 
much that is above the comprehension of mortal man: Besides, the 
difficulties of a dead language, and the lapse of eighteen centuries, 
during which the modes of thinking, of speaking, and of living, 
have so greatly changed, have thrown an obscurity on some passa- 
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es which we have not now the means of removing: but we may \, 
fully assured that these partial difficulties will not affect our eter, 
salvation, if we make a proper use of those parts which are clea, 
and easy to be understood. They afford us, however, an OCCasiog 
for the exercise of humility towards God, and of Christian char, 
towards those who may, on some points, difier from us in Opinion 
seeing that we have need ourselves of the same indulgence. }y, 
consistently with this, it is our duty still to “ contend earnestly {,, 
the faith once delivered to the saints,” and to hold fast that for, ,; 
sound doctrine which is adequately established by the Seripture, 
and the consent of ages, neither surrendering it to the prejudices of 
others, nor mutilating it in compliance with our own. 

Guided by these preliminary observations, let us proceed to the 
consideration of the subject which the text sets before us. 

We are taught in this and other places of Scripture to conten. 
plate God under the threefold aspect and character of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Supported by this authority, the 
Liturgy of our Church very properly accommodates itself to th 
same view of the divine nature, and invites us in its ordinary service, 
and more especially on the present occasion, to celebrate the com. 
bined attributes of theGodhead in the mysterious union of the Trin. 
ity. It is proposed, therefore, to invite your attention at the presen 
time to a brief consideration of a few of the plainest passages o/ 
Scripture which have relation to this subject, in the hope that they 
will lead us to a conviction of the propriety of such a worship, and 
satisfy us that we have the warrant of divine Revelation for this 
doctrine of our Church. Should this cursory examination answer 
the design in view, it will go to establish in our minds the belief tha 
the Supreme Divine Nature unites in its essence the three distinc: 
persons or personalities of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghos., 
each of whom performs a different office in the grand scheme 0! 
Christian redemption. But before entering on the subject, it is ne-@ 
cessary to premise, and I beg it may be distinctly understood, tho 
the term person, used in reference to the Divine Nature, has no r- 
lation or analogy whatever to the modes of human being, or to i 
ordinary acceptation in familiar language. It is chosen merely be- 
cause some term must be used to announce the proposition to |) 
established ; and by it is intended to be signified nothing more than 
that bare metaphysical quality which is the sign or property of « 
real moral being, totally distinct from any reference to the actus’ 
mode or manner of being. To attempt to define this would be no 
less than to attempt toyexplore and describe the mysterious natur 
of the invisible God. This being understood, let us now procee! 
to the law and to the testimony. 

The first pa§sage to which I shall call your attention is that! 
the text. Our Lord, after his resurrection from the dead, gave * 
new commission to the eleven disciples to spread the Gospel abroad, 
and to confer its benefit on all who should believe, saying to them. 
‘go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”” The rite ©’ 
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baptism is here enjoined as the seal of the covenant which Jesus 
Christ came to ratify with men. When God was pleased to make a 
covenant with Abraham, he instituted the rite of circumcision, to 
he observed by all his descendants, as the sign of their accession to 
the terms of that covenant. When the ends designed to be answered 
by that covenant were fulfilled by the birth of the Messiah, of the 
seed of Abraham, a new covenant, foretold by the prophets, was pro- 
claimed in the Gospel, and a new sign prescribed. Now, this new 
dispensation professes to be a covenant between God and men by 
the mediation of Jesus Christ; and consequently, baptism, the seal 
of this covenant, mist be received by us in the name of God, with 
whom alone the covenant is made, and notin the name of any other 
being. But we are baptised into the name of “‘ the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost,” whence it manifestly follows that by the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, we are to understand 
God; and since there are three distinct persons named, we are led 
to infer that a corresponding distinction exists in the unity of the 
Godhead, and consequently to frame our worship in the language 
which Revelation itself teaches us. 

That the Father and the Son are both real, distinct, and effective 
agents, is admitted by all; and it would seem difficult to imagine 
that the Holy Ghost can be less, since he is united with them in the 
same form, and whatever sanction is conferred by the invocation of 
the two former in the rite of baptism, seems to be equally due to the 
latter. Moreover, it is impossible to conceive what efficacy or au- 
thority can belong to the mere name of an abstract quality, or attri- 
bute, or energy, or whatever other form of speech is used to desig- 
nate the Holy Ghost by those who deny his personality. 

Since, however, this is a point of some importance, it may be pro- 
per to confirm the inference drawn from the text, by referring to a 
few other places of Scripture, in which actions and affections unde- 
niably personal, are ascribed to the same divine agent. 

The first that shall be noticed is that which relates to the crime 
committed by Ananias against the Holy Ghost. ‘“ Peter said to 
him, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost?” (Acts v. 3.) Now, we all understand perfectly well the 
sense of lying to a person, but what can be the meaning of lying to 
a mere attribute or quality, it seems hard to conceive. Again, in 
the Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul says, ‘‘ the Spirit itself helpeth 
our infirmities ; for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought ; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered.” (Rom. viii. 26) To help our in- 
firmities, and to make intercession for us, are actions which cannot 
be ascribed to any thing less than a personal agent. But further, 
the same Apostle exhorted the Ephesians “‘ not to grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God: (Ephes. iv. 30.) Now, grief is a personal affec- 
tion. To the teachers at Antioch “the Holy Ghost said, separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” 
‘Acts xiii. 2.) Again, after the vision which Peter saw of a great 
sheet let down from heaven containing all manner of beasts, we are 
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told, ‘* the Spirit said unto him, behold three men seek thee - ALise 
therefore and get thee down and go with them, nothing doubtin, 
for I have sent them.” (Acts x. 19.) If therefore to be grieved, ;, 
make intercession, to call and to send Apostles, with many other a. 
tions of like nature, which might be mentioned from other Passages 

be sufficient to manifest the personality of the agent to whom they 
are ascribed, we cannot doubt that the Holy Ghost is represented \, 
Scripture as a personal agent, and not an abstract quality or att. 
bute. 

But it may be said perchance, that these actions, admitting they 
to be personal, are only ascribed tu the Holy Spirit, because they are 
performed by the Father, by the means or instrumentality of the 
Holy Ghost as a power inherent in him; and as this objection, i 
just, would destroy our conclusion, it must be answered by shew. 
ing further that this Holy Agent is personally distinct from both the 
other divine persons. 

The Holy Ghost is personally distinct from the Father ; for 
has been already stated that the Spirit maketh intercession ‘for Us, 
Now, this intercession must be made before the Father, and conse- 
quently cannot be made by him. But it is impossible to make this 
point clearer than by citing two or three passages of St. John’s Gos. 
pel, where our Lord at his last Passover, the evening before his cru- 
cifixion, after explaining to his disciples that he was about to leave 
them, consoles them with the promise of the Holy Spirit.“ The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you allthings.” (John xiv. 26.) Again; 
** When the Comforter is come, whom [ will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther, he shall testify of me.” (ib. xv. 26.) Further; “ it is expe- 
dient for you that I go away ; for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you, but if I depart, I will send him unto you.’ 
(ib. xvi. 7.) Once more: “ when he, the spirit of truth is come, he 
will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself, but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall hespeak.” (ib. xvi. 13.) 

Upon these passages it may be remarked that the Holy Ghost is 
distinct from the Father, because it is said, he proceedeth from the 
Father ; because he is sent by the Father, and that in the name of 
the Son ; because it is said, he shall not speak of himself, but what- 
soever he shall hear, that shall he speak. But this cannot be said 
of the Father, any more than that he can be sent. Wherefore since 
it appears that such actions are ascribed to the Holy Ghost as can- 
not in any sense be ascribed to the Father, we are forced to conclude 
that the Holy Ghost is personally distinct from the Father. He 1s 
distinct likewise from the Son: because he is sent by the Son, and 
in the name of the Son, and he was not to come until the Son had de- 

parted. Hence we are led to the conclusion that the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost are three distinct personal agents. 

Having now ascertained that we are warranted by the language of 
Scripture in ascribing to the three agents, whose names are invoked 
in the rite of baptism, a distinct and real personality, it remains to be 
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examined whether such titles and attributes are ascribed to them se- 
verally in the sacred volume as to justify us in the practice of wor- 
shipping them in the character of divine persons. 

Should this prove to be the case, since it is impossible that there 
can be more than one Supreme and self-existing Being, we shall be 
forced to adopt the conclusion, not that there are three Gods, but 
that there are three divine persons in the unity of one Godhead, uni- 
ted in a mysterious and totally incomprehensible manner. 

It is quite needless to produce any passages of Scripture in which 
the Father is invested with the attributes of divinity :—but it may 
be remarked that the name of Father has a direct relation to the 
second object of inquiry, the Son of God. He could not be called 
Father if there were no Son; and this title ‘‘ the Son of God,” im- 
mediately invests the individual on whom it is bestowed with the 
highest claims on our consideration. Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, not as men are sometimes styled sons of God, but by a pecu- 
liar and exclusive designation, as the only begotten Son of the Fa- 
ther; and on examining what is said of him in the Scriptures, we 
shall find reason to believe that he was from the beginning, and is 
to everlasting ; that he created and governs the world ; that he came 
down from heaven, and again ascended into heaven; and lastly, 
that he is over all God blessed forever. It is intended to select 
only a few out of the many passages which declare these truths, and 
those the plainest ; but those few, it is humbly hoped, will be found 
sufficient to establish our faith in the only begotten Son of God. 

Jesus Christ was in the beginning ; for he said to the Jews, “ be- 
fore Abraham was, Iam; (John xvii. 5.) and he speaks of the 
glory which he had with his Father before the world was. He is 
to everlasting ; for we are told that ‘‘ of his kingdom there shall be 
noend.” (Luke i. 33.) He created all things; “ for by him, says 
St. Paul, were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers, all things were created by him, and for 
him; and hé1s before all things, and by him all things consist.” — 
(Coloss. i. 16, 17.) He governs all things ; for he said, “‘ all power 
is given to me in heaven and in earth.” (Mat. xxviii. 18.) He 
came down from heaven, and he returned to heaven; for he said, 
“1 came forth from the Father, and am come into the world, again 
I leave the world, and go tothe Father.” (John xvi. 28.) Lastly, 
he is often and expressly invested with the title of Deity, “* Lord” 
and ‘*God.” St. John says, “ in the beginning was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word was God. The same was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made by him.” (John 
i. 1.) And to leave no doubt of the application of this term to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, he adds, “and the word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us.” (ib. i. 13.) The same expression is again used 
by the same Apostle in the Revelation. with a similar application 
to our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 
white hcurse, and he that sat on him was called faithful and true, and 
0 righteousness he doth judge and make war; aud he was clothed 
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in a vesture dipped in blood, and his name is called the Worg of 


God.” (Revel. xix. 11.) ‘ And he hath on his vesture and oy j;, 
thigh a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” |, 
16.) Again, in the Prophet Isaiah, it is written, “thus saith 4), 
Lord the King of Israel, and his Redeemer the Lord of Hosts, I ,), 
the first, and | am the last, and beside me there is no God.” (js, 
xliv. 6.) Butin the last chapter of the Revelation, our Lord Jes, 
Christ in his own person says, “lam Alphaand Omega, the firy 
and the last:” (Revel. xxii. 13.) ‘Therefore as he calls himself jy 
the same names as the Lord of Hosts, the King of Israel, we canny 
doubt that he is the same God. But not to multiply quotations op 
this point, it may suffice to mention three more passages in which 
this truth is most incontrovertibly declared. St. Paul exhorting the 
Colossians to stand fast in the faith of Christ, gives this reason 
** for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” (Coos, 
ii. 9.) Again, speaking of the privileges’ of the Israelites, he says, 
** whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh, Chris 
came, who is over all God blessed forever.” (Rom. ix. 5.) Lastly, 
when Thomas, one of the twelve, had been told by the rest that they 
had seen the Lord after his resurrection, he refused to believe unless 
he should see the print of the nails in his hands, and the wound iy 
his side. But when, after eight days, our Lord appeared again, 
and said to Thomas, “reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands,—T homas answered and said, my Lord and my God!” Hin 
therefore whom an Apostle confessed to be Lord and God, let us not 
deny; and since it appears that Jesus Christ has in the Scriptures 
the titles and attributes of God, we cannot believe him to be less. 
It now remains for us, in the last place, to inquire whether any 
divine attributes or titles are given in Scripture to the Holy Ghost. 
It has already been seen that the Holy Ghost is possessed of a real 
personal existence, distinct equally from the personality of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son: and if it shall further appear that attributes 
and actions are ascribed to him in Scripture, which cannot be justly 
ascribed to any created being, the conclusion will naturally follow 
that he must partake of the divine nature. The first place worthy 
of note, to this effect, is in the history of Ananias, already referred 
to. Peter said, * Ananias why hath Satan filled thine heart to lic 
to the Holy Ghost? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God." 
(Acts v. 4.) Now, lying to the Holy Ghost is here expressly de- 
clared to be lying unto God. Again, our Lord himself says, “ all 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men, but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 
And whosoever speaketh against the son of man, it shall be for- 
given him, but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in the world to 
come.” (Matt. xii. 31.) In no other place, and against no other 
being, is there mentioned a sin which shall never be forgiven. All 
the sins men may commit against the Eternal Father can be for- 
given; their sins against the Son of God may be forgiven; but there 
is a sin against the Holy Ghost which shall never be forgiven. 1: 
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it then possible to imagine that the Holy Ghost can be less in dig- 
nity and honour than those divine persons’ But moreover, to the 
Holy Ghost are ascribed all those attributes which belong to none 
put God. He is said to teach all things ; (John xiv. 2.) and he that 
teaches all things must know all things: to show things to come ; (ib, 
xvi. 13.) now, foreknowledge belongs to God alone :—to search 
gil things, even the deep things of God;—but “the things of 
God, we are told, knoweth no man but the Spirit of God.”” «1 Cor. 
ij. 0.) And especially does St. Paul attribute to the Holy Ghost a 
great variety of gifts and powers which are due only to the Omni- 
notent God. For “‘to one is given by the spirit the word of wisdom, 
to another the word of knowledge, to another faith, to another the 
gifts of healing, to another the working of miracles, to another pro- 
phecy, to another divers kinds of tongues, to another the interpreta- 
tion of tongues; but all these worketh that one and the self same 
spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.” (ib. xii, 8.;— 
Since therefore the Holy Ghost has been shewn to be distinct from 
the Father and the Son, and yet to be invested with similar divine 
attributes, we cannot but believe that he is entitled to the same di- 
vine worship and adoration. 

It appears then from all that has been said, that there are spoken 
of inthe Scriptures, as connected with the scheme of man’s redem 
tion, three several agents, designated by the names of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost; that these three several agents are possessed 
of acertain distinct personality, that each of them is repeatedly in- 
vested with the titles, attributes and honours due to God ; that they 
are all three equally appealed to in the rite of our baptism, without 
any distinction of majesty ; and that we therefore hold our faith in 
their joint name. Whence we are forced to conclude that they are 
all equally partakers of the divine nature. But because we know and 
are assured that there ig not, and cannot be, more than one God, we 
naturally infer that they are, by a most mysterious and to us incom- 
prehensible harmony, united in the unity of the Godhead, and that 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, constitute three per- 
sons, but one God, to whom alone divine honours and worsliip are 
due. 

We might here dismiss the subject, and rest satisfied in the belief 
ofadoctrine which we have found to be plainly inculeated, or im- 
plied, by the language of that Revelation which we profess to re- 
ceive as the supreme rule of our faith. But there is one objection 
to this doctrine, originating in the pride and the presumption of 
human reason, which it may be permitted to notice, not because of 
any force it has, but on account of the principle on which it is built : 
4 principle, which, once admitted, would instantly annihilate every 
ground of certainty, sweep away the whole fabric of our faith, rob 
man of his reason, and God of his sovereignty. It is said that the 
doctrine of the Trinity is incredible, because it is opposed to reason ; 
that is, because human reason is incompetent to reconcile or explain 
the mysterious umion of three divine persons in one Godhead. 

They who make this objection profess to believe that there is a 
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God: let them consider well if they understand this truth. They 
profess to believe that He is omniscient, omnipresent, omnipote y; 
immaterial, eternal ;—let them inquire if they comprehend one of 
these attributes. God is a Spirit; what proof have we of his exis. 
ence ? What do we know, or how much can we conceive of the ja. 
ture of a Spirit? What do we mean by the word? It is as inte|j). 

ible to say, and as easy to conceive, that the Father, and the sop 
and the Holy Ghost are one God, existing and acting according . 
the different modes of being, and sustaining the different ottices and 
characters ascribed to them in the Gospel, as it is to say or to cop. 
ceive that God is a Spirit. And if we do not doubt the one, why 
should we doubt the other? If we know not His nature, we can 
say it is impossible that he should sustain these several charactys, 
or fill these several modes of being: and if it be not impossihi, 
then it may be believed, although we may not be able to conpr. 
hend how, or in what manner it is.effected. If we are to believe 
nothing of which we do not comprehend the mode of being, then 
these objectors must either explain to us in what manner a Spirit 
exists, or they must deny that there is a God. | 

But further ; God is omnipresent—he fills immensity, he pervades 
all space. What conception can we form of this quality > What 
evidence have we of his presence? Do we understand this? How 
then can we believe it? God is omniscient; the past, the present, 
the future, are all open to his glance. He sees the thoughts of our 
hearts, he beholds every event of our lives, he knows every action we 
shall ever perform. Yet these are dependent on our own free will 
and pleasure ;—we are perfectly at liberty to do them or not; how 
then can he possibly foresee what he has left subject to our own 
caprice ? Do we understand this’ How then can we believe it! 

But to take an instance from what we are ready to imagine, we 
understand better than we can the divine nature ; our own constitu: 
tion. Manis athinking being; he has an intellectual soul. Where 
does it dwell? What part of his frame does it inhabit? What is 
its nature and composition? [Is it material, or immaterial? How 
does it act upon the body? Howis it affected by it? How doesit 
feel pain? How is it conscious of pleasure? How does it think! 
Do we comprehend any thing ofall this? Certainly not. There- 
fore we cannot believe it—therefore we do not feel pleasure, nor 
pain; we do not think ;—we do not exist. 

These are some of the absurdities to which we are led by an ad- 
herence to the principle that we are to believe nothing which we 
eannot comprehend, that is, which we cannot explain.” And these 
may suffice to convince us of the folly, as well as presumption, of 


* The contrary has been admitted by all reasonable men, and is the foundation o! 
all sound philosophy. Hear the celebrated Le Clerc, a man not over submissive to 
the authority of received opinions, and claimed as a prophet of their own by the 
rationalizing school. ‘ We ought not to conclude that a thing is not true, because 
it appears to us incomprehensible. Nor should we imagine that we can give a ree 
son for every thing: and much less, reject as false all that we do not understand. 
Thus wheal hevelatiod teaches us any thing, we are not at liberty to reject i be. 
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refusing our assent to truths revealed by the Allwise God, merely 
pecause it has not pleased Him to give us a more full explication of 
-he mysteries of His own infinite being, than He has of the mysteries 
of our own mortal frame, and of the wonders of the natural world 
which surrounds us. He has revealed to us enough to afford a foun- 
dation for our faith. He has assured us that He is, and that He is 
che rewarder of them that diligently seek Him; and whatever fur- 
ther He has written respecting Himself inthe volume of His word, it 
is our duty humbly to believe, because it is written, and not to incur 
the presumptuous folly of attempting to scan Infinity by the piuful 
measure of our Own narrow comprehension. We are assured that 
God has created us unto good works; that He has designed us for 
wise and useful purposes, and that He has not left us ignorant of 
any thing which it was necessary for us to know in order to our 
fulfilling the ends of our being. He has displayed before us enough 
of His sublime nature to fill our minds with awe and admiration ; 
He has unfolded to us enough of His divine attributes to impress our 
hearts with love and reverence. Let us then resolve to receive with 
humility and thankfulness whatever He has been pleased to declare 
by the mouth of His holy messengers, and to regulate our lives by 
the plain and simple precepts of His holy word. For “ the grace of 
God which bringeth salvation unto all men hath appeared, teaching 
us, that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for 
that blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of our great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” (Titus ii. 11-14.) Wherefore, having 
ihis assurance of the gracious purposes of God towards us, let us 
cherish a firm faith inthe redeeming blood of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
andthe sanctifying infldences of his Holy Spirit ; and let us endea- 
‘our so to pass the time of our sojourning here, that we may be, at 
last, admitted into His holy presence, where the veil of mortality 
shall be rent from our eyes, and all mysteries shall be unfolded.— 
For “ now we see in a glass, darkly, but then shall we see face to 
lace. Now we know only in part, but then shall we know even as 
we are known.” (1 Cor. xiii. 12.) 


cause we know not how the thing can be so. /! would be absurd to reject what Serip- 
fare teaches us concerning the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, although it 
teaches us besides that there is but one God. Revelation is like a phenomenon in na- 
tare, which we cannot doubt, though we can give no reason for it. Scriptare puts a 
‘listinetion between these thrce persons, as they have been termed from the fourth 
century, though without any good reason for the expression. But Revelation assures 
s that there is but one God, although it speaks of a Father, a Son, and a Holy Spi- 
, without our being able to give any account of the multiplicity, or to reconcile it 
vith the unity, or to reject either the one or the other. This ought not to seem strange 
0 us, because there is an infinity of things well established, of which we can give nu 
account Throughout all nature, the phenomena are certain, but the principle whic}, 
“auses them is altogether unknown: unless we mistake conjecture for know/edge, a. 
“¢many philosophers have done.” “ Biblioth. Anc. et Med. tom. xxvii. pp. 64, 65 — 
See fugther in Fabricii Delectus Argument. et Syllabus Scriptor. qui Veritat Rel. ©. 
“eruerunt. chap. xxiv.—-also, Norris’ Account of Reason and Faith im relation to the 
‘wteries of Christiandy, ch. x. in Scholar Armed, vol ii. 
Ss, MFSs.—vo1.. BV. w 








Notice of the Rev. Thomas Osborne. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE REV. THOMAS OSBORNE. 

How saddening is it toreview the melancholy ravages which tin, 
has effected in the circle of those whom we have known and love, ' 

When we look back upon our departed years and revive the rp. 
collection of so many human beings with whom we have been asso. 
ciated in life, but who will never again be known on earth, who jx 
there that has not experienced a chilling sense of loneliness anq 
desertion ? It is well, however, that these sombre reflections show|4 
at times be indulged, for that employment cannot be otherwise than 
salutary, which tends to soften the heart, and to withdraw it from 
selfish pursuits,—which, while it serves to admonish us of the vanity 
of worldly hopes, may lead us to realize what is perpetually fading 
from the mind, that time is steadily rolling on its dark and ceave. 
less tide, and that we, in our turn, must very soon disappear before 
its desolating course. 

There is a secret horror of dissolution inseparable from a think- 
ing being, but the impression which ordinary instances of mortality 
are calculated to produce, is naturally diminished by their frequen- 
cy; and we believe that their salutary effect is less and less perceiy- 
ed as we advance in years. There are occasions, however, when 
the triumphs of death are too apparent and appalling, not to arrest 
the feelings of even the callous and the careless. Yes, there are 
occasions, when the simmons is read at our own doors, and the 
most obdurate must hear it with a shuddering sympathy. A thou- 
sand of ordinary beings, with whom we were connected by no ties, 
either of interest or Ticotion. may fall around us, without exciting 
more than a passing sigh for the lot of humanity. But when the 
insatiate archer, with cold and inflexible cruelty, selects as his vic- 
tim the very child in whose blooming virtues, a father’s pride, anda 
father’s hopes were centered—the very child upon whom a gratefu! 
mother reposed for happiness with fond and fallacious confidence, 
when we see him in the midst of the fairest promises, and in all the 
splendour of youth, fall “‘ like the morning flower that bows its head 
in death,” we are crushed by the blow, and for a moment over- 
whelmed with grief and despair. It isa lesson, however, in which 
the living are taught, that while they weep for the dead, they must 
submit their wishes, and their wisdom to Him, with whom alone are 
the issues of hfe; and we irresistibly learn to look for happiness 
beyond the grave. When the companion of our youth, and the as 
sociate of our maturer years, the partner of our toils, and the con- 
stant and anxious witness of our successful efforts, is prostrated at 
our side, we start from our dream of security, and ponder the uncer 
tainty of earthly existence :—we call up all the awful associationt 
which death ean awaken, and are léd to inquire why we have br 
therto been spared. Or when the stroke, which, with impartial ju» 
tice will ultimately consign the monarch and the slave to a house 
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of dust, falls upon some conspicuous object of general regard, and 
he who but yesterday towered among us, in the lustre of his virtues 
and the strength of his talents, is to-day cut off in the meridian of 
his usefulness and glory, the public sensibility is impressed,—every 
heart yields its sympathy, and every face is clouded with gloom. 
The gay become serious, and consideration is forced upon the heed- 
jess, —the young are penetrated with sorrowful emotions, and the 
ved remember that we mast all become the prey of death. 

The sudden and premature decease of the Rev. Thomas Osborne, 
which occurred at Edisto Island, in December last, was an event 
extensively afflicting*in its consequences, and deeply calculated to 
chasten human pride. 

Mr. Osborne was a native of Ireland, and after being for two 
years a member of Trinity College, Dublin, circumstances deter- 
mined his parents on a removal to the United States. He accom- 
panied them to New-York, and in the year IS14, joined the Junior 
Class in Union College, Schenectady. Here, his deportment enti- 
tled him to the uniform and cordial approbation of his instructors, 
and in 1816, he graduated with distinguished honour. In the lan- 
suage of one, abundantly competent to decide, a college associate 
and long tried friend, “* he was decidedly the best linguist in a class 
of fitty.” 

From early life he had evinced a decided preference for the study 
of Theology, and immediately after leaving College, he entered on 
his preparation for Holy Orders, with a most devoted ardour. 

A considerable portion of his season of preparatory study was 
passed in a private family on the banks of the Hudson, in the capa- 
city of a tutor in classical studies. ‘To this period of his life, he al- 
ways recurred with pleasure, and it is but a few months since that 
we heard him allude with the most grateful feelings to the kindness 
and hospitality he uniformly received from those generous patrons 
of his youth. 

On the 28th of June, 1818, he was ordained a Deacon by the Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Hobart, of New-York, and very soon afterwards removed 
to South-Carolina. On the 14th of November, 1819, he received 
Priest’s orders from Bishop Bowen of this Diocess, and immedi- 
ately resigned his cure on Edisto Island,in order to accept an unani- 
mous invitation from the Trustees of the College at Cincinnati, 
(Ohio) to fill the Professorship of Languages in that institution.— 
For this station he was admirably and peculiarly qualified. He 
had cultivated classical literature with the enthusiasm of a scholar, 

and the transparent frankness of his manners, the noble purity of 
his principles, and the unbending energy of his character, could not 
possibly fail in commanding the respect, and securing the esteem 
of the ardent and impetuous, but ingenuous minds with which a 
Professor in one of our Colleges has to do in the discharge of his 
delicate trust. We are warranted indeed in stating that during his 
continuance at Cincinnati, he was the pillar of the institution ; and 
s0 soon as the support of his talents and character was withdrawn. 
the experiment of its establishment totally failed. 
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Mr. Osborne had been induced to accept the appointment, with. 
out being sufficiently instructed as to the nature of the foundstioy 
upon which it was proposed to build up a flourishing Western U,,. 
versity ; and after devoting to its interests his best and ayxiou, 
efforts for three years, he found that the prosperity of the institucoy 
was so essentially embarrassed from a variety of causes, as to rey. 
der its success utterly hopeless. Believing too that in the active 
exercise of his profession to which he was conscientiously attach.¢, 
he might be more immediately and conspicuously useful, he resiry. 
ed his professorship in the autumn of 1822, and gladly availed hii. 
self of an opportunity to return to his former and very cordial friend: 
of Edisto Island. 

Here, while in the unwearied discharge of all those interestine 
but unobtrusive duties, which serve to fill up the tranquil life of : 
country Clergyman, surrounded by friends, who cherished him wit), 
exulting fondness, blessed with an enviable share of domestic felici- 
ty, in the midst of the most robust health, and at the most healthtu 
season of our climate, he was attacked with a typhus fever, which 
terminated his brief career of usefulness, Dec. 11, 1826. 

Mr. Osborne has left a widow and infant daughter; he has lei; 
them cheerless and desolate, with a world of emptiness and horror 
before them, but he’has left them to the guidance and yroteetion of 
that never failing Providence, which, with the eye of confiding faith, 
he had every where beheld educing good from apparent evil, an’ 
always providing with paternal care for the virtuous and the desti- 
tute. Yes, in all their loveliness and helplessness,—in all the hitte: 
and withering anguish of their grief, he has bequeathed them as |i 
unly legacy to the friends whom he loved ! 

But he has left too his aged parents! In the winter of their age 
when worn down by care and time, they have been doomed to se: 
the only light which could animate and cheer the evening of thei 
being, extinguished forever! ‘The staff that supported their tottering 
limbs as they moved onward towards the grave, fer which the deca 
of nature was preparing them, has been abruptly torn away ! Their 
only visible source of worldly maintenance and comfort has been 
removed ; and yet they live !—Grant it, Oh God of mercy, that iv 
this dark and dismal night of woe, He may effectually be soug! 
who is indeed the “ light of the world.” Soothed and illumine 
by his gracious influence, may their pathway to the tomb be a shor 
and tranquil and triumphant track to “ life’s eternal day !”’ 

We cannot conceive it either necessary or consistent, with tha 
delicate reverence with which private and domestic charities shoul: 
ever be regarded, to emblazon good deeds which it was never inten: 
ded the world should know, and which death alone reveals, or “¢ 
might here present, from facts within our knowledge, a most de- 


lightful picture of filial piety. 


‘* Me, let the tender office, long engage, 

“To rock the cradle of reposing age ; 

“ With lenient arts, exten! a mother’s breath, 
“take langour smile, and smooth the bed of death 
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We have already, unconsciously, extended, beyond our first inten- 
jon, this poor and imperfect offering to the spirit of our lamented 
friend. . : se aie 

It remains for us to say, that in the discharge of public and pro- 
fessional duty, Mr. Osborne was zealous and commanding. As a 
Christian teacher, he was eloquent, faithful, and fearless. 

He believed that Christianity. was designed to exercise an absorb- 
ng and all controling influence over the heart and life, and that 
wherever it ig wisely received, and permitted to exert its rational 
but soul-subduing energy, its direct tendency is not only to restrain 
and harmonize the boisterous and peace-destroying passions, but to 
awaken and refine the best and profoundest sympathies of our na- 
ture, to excite and regulate the imagination, to exercise and purify 
the intellect, to call into wholesome action the mightiest and noblest 
powers of the mind, and to form a “rit, various, and generous 
virtue.” 

His religion had nothing in it of sourness or severity. It was 
neither darkened by the terrors of superstition, nor disfigured by 
bigotry and sectarian bitterness ; it shed its mild and consoling and 
enlivening influence upon the path of his visible history, and its be- 
nevolence was boundless. 

Liberality in sentiment and action—liberality, in its most enlarged 
sense,—a broad and elevated liberality, was his peculiar and consti- 
tutional characteristic. Liberality, we are aware has become a sort 
of watchword in the cant phraseology of the day, and has been too 
often shamelessly prostituted to conceal the most determined secta- 
rian preference and prejudice, and to gratify a most unrighteous 
craving for a monopoly of power and consequence. All of this he 
saw through anddespised. And while he laboured most anxiously 
to enforce religi@n as a matter of general and everlasting impor- 
tance, without any reference to its forms and subordinate appenda- 
ges, he, atthe same time, believed that he would prove himself but 
the recreant son of that venerable Church, which had received his 
earliest and most solemn vows, and which he found every way 
worthy of his purest affections, if he did not, with a frank and lofty 
manliness, assert and maintain what the dictates of his best judg- 
ment told him were her distinguishing excellencies ; if he did not, 
in short, employ his highest efforts in every fair and honourable ave- 
nue to advance her interests, and extend the sober and salutary 
influence of her institutions. This was precisely what every well 
constituted mind would have expected from him, and nothing could 
have been further removed from an ignoble anxiety to proselytize. 
Neither his duty to his Church nor to the cause of truth required 
that he should be forever brandishing the weapons of controversy ; 
he assumed them only when circumstances demanded it, and no 
man was ever more anxious to prevent the solemn discussion of 
eternal truth, from degenerating into the disgraceful littleness of 
personal bickering and recrimination. There was too much mag- 
nanimity in his nature ever to forget that he warred with opinions, 
and not with men. 
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In the ordinary, but ever varying intercourse of society, Mr, (. 
borne united the courtesy of the gentleman with the principles 9; 
the Christian. 

There was nothing about him of mystery, duplicity, or conces), 
ment ; his heart was as open as the day, and it was impossible jo 
any to mistake his character who chose to understand it. His fee! 
ings were ardent and sensitive, and the affectionate tenderness w,;), 
which he discharged all the domestic relations, can never be forgo. 
ten by that narrow circle, whose privilege it was to witness thy 
bland exertion of his more gentle and enviable virtues. 

In the fearful dispensation which has so unexpectedly consigned 
this accomplished and estimable man to the grave, society has beey 
bereft of useful talents, extensive learning, active zeal, and sterling 
virtue. The general sympathy of religion, genius, and humanity, 
has mingled with the tedbs of his weeping flock, and the Minister 
of God are loudly admonished to work, “ while it is day :—the night 
cometh when no man can work.” 


00 


The following letter, addressed to the widow of the late Rev. Mr. 
Osborne, has been forwarded for publication in the Gospel Me:- 
senger. 

“* Edisto Island, January 1st, 1827. 


Mapam—By a resolution of the Episcopal Church of this place, 
it becomes our melancholy duty to address you, and to offer you 
their condolence in your offliction. 

The citizens of Edisto [sland had scarcely put gff thetestimoni:! 
of their grief which a recent bereavement* had o€casioned them tv 
assume, ere they were again invited to render the last sad tribute o! 
respect to the memory of your Jate husband and their estimab 
friend. At the period of his dissolution, Mr. Osborne had but com- 
menced his career of public usefulness. It was in the exercise 0! 
his duty as pastor of our Church, and in the delightful avocation 
teaching the youthful mind how to pour forth its latent treasure, 
that the despoiler, death, summoned him from time to eternity. | 
a moment, the most unwelcome and unexpected, a numerous co!- 
gregation have been deprived of their instructor, the fervour ©! 
whose genius, and the purity of whose doctrines, are identified with 
the proudest recollections of the history of their Church. The ca 
pacity of Mr. Osborne, and his general fitness as the superintenden' 
of a school, the rapid progress of his pupils in their various studies, 
and their zealous and devoted attachment to his person, are honor 
ble and delightful memorials. As a citizen, and as a member ©! 
the great human family, his character was equally conspicuous. With 
the most correct and elevated notions of the rights of man; bs 
heart. while it deeply sympathised with the sufferings of his nativ¢ 


* The death of Dr. Isaac Arin 
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country, was wont to seek relief in the enjoyment which flowed 
from the political fountain of the country of his adoption. Intel- 
jigent, unassuming, yet insinuating in his deportinent, his society 
was courted alike by the variant dispositions which mark the cha- 
acter of man. Inthe habitual exercise of the most prominent vir- 
wes, friendship, charity, and philanthropy were the constant and 
faithful inmates of his bosom. 

Such, madam, in afew words, is the opinion of the Episcopal 
Church of Edisto Island, of the services and character of the late 
Rev. Thomas Osborne, whom God, in his inscrutable wisdom hath 
destined that we shall never behold again. To us, weak and erring 
mortals, the separation from our spiritual guide Was a moment of 
deep and overwhelming sorrow, but to the angels that surround the 
merey-seat of Jehovah, our hearts animate us in the assurance that 
itwas a period of rejoicing and of praise. In your meditations, 
madam, while pondering over the endearing scenes that are past 
and gone, let your consolation rest on the goodness and justice of 
God, and the invaluable inheritance bequeathed to you and your 
infant, by the elevated character of him, in whom was once concen- 
tred your best affections. Your present afflictive situation is alrea- 
dy recorded in the great book of mercy. Confide, therefore, in the 
Almighty, for He is indeed your father, your husband, your true 
and faithful friend. ‘That you may be speedily restored to health, 
and long live to participate in the enjoyments of society, is the rei- 
ierated prayer of your sympathising friends and well wishers. 


BENJAMIN BAILEY, 
JOSEPH E. JENKINS, 
WHITEMARSH B. SEABROOK, 


Committee on behalf of the Episcopal Church.” 
=I 


BISHOP RAVENSCROFT ON EPISCOPACY. 
[ Continued from page 137 of the last No.) : 


As you labor hard to instil into the mihds of your readers, that Episcopal 
are but little removed from Popish doctrines, and thereby continue and 
encrease prejudice—I will endeavour to put you and them in a way, to 
obtain a better informed mind on this point. Ip order to which, | must 
take the liberty to contradict your assertion that all the world knows, that 
the British church received her orders from the Bishop or Pope of Rome ; 
for that is the notion invariably attached to the words “Church of Rome”’ 
by ninety-nine in the hundred, who either hear o1 read them. Whether 
it is the meaning you meant to convey, you best know, but in this the 
most common acceptation of the words, it is not the fact, and therefore 
neither you, nor all the world can know any such thing. 

Itis not the fact, that the succession of any protestant hierarchical 


“hureh, is derived through the person of the Bishop or Pope of Rome. 
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Perhaps not a single Bishop who reformed from Popery in the 16th 
century, received his Consecration by imposition of the Pope’s hands— 
perhaps not one of a hundred of the existing Bishops, in the Latin o, 
Western church, daring any Pontiticate, from the rise of the Papacy. 
were thus consecrated. And it is not an unreasonable or unfoundes 
assumption—that in the wide and extended boundary of the Wester, 
Charch, the ordaining power was canonically transmitted in the regyl,; 
succession from Bishop to Bishop, without contracting any fancied cup. 
tamination from the person of the Pope. With respect to the succession, 
of the British church in particular, and so far as that flows through thy 
Western church—we know that the Bishop of Rome, had personally. 
little or nothing to do with it up to the 7th century, it was an independes; 
apostolical church under its own Bishops—lIts connection with the church 
of Rome commenced with Augustine the Monk, who was consecrated th 
first Archbishop of Canterbury, not by the Bishop of Rome, but by the 
Archbishop of Arles, in France, early in the 7th century. And I notice 
this, not because there is any real force in the objection, derived from the 
succession passing through, even the person of the Bishop or Pope o 
Rome—but in order to remove the prejudices so studiously instilled into 
the minds of the ignorant, on this subject. For, admitting the utmost, 
that the bitterest enemy of the church can ask for, that the British Bishops 
were all, in succession, consecrated by some of the Popes of Rome— 
what can you gain by it? If the Bishop of Rome had a true successioy 
from the Apostles of Christ—was the transfer of that succession to other 
Bishops, nullified by his usurpations, or even by his personal ungodliness : 
Among the many and grievous corruptions of that church, is the succession 
of its Bishops to be so considered? I suspect if this is properly searched 
into, the most grievous corruption, the succession of the christian ministr 
from Christ’s Apostles, as the root of the ordaining power in the visibl: 
church, is capable of—will be found to originate with those men, who in 
the sixteenth century, usurped the power of committing to others, wha: 
never was committed to themselves—what they never possessed 1n an) 
previous age of the church, and for whose right to exercise the ordaining 
power, no shadow of a proof has ever been produced, either from scrip- 
ture, rightly interpreted, or from antiquity, and whose author cannot be 
shown, ever to have had orders of any kind, Popish or Protestant. | 
such an uncertainty (not to say breach) could be asserted of the ministeria 
succession through the line of Bishops, as can be asserted and assigned 
too, in the line of Presbyters, so far as Calvin is concerned—no sincere 
man could contend for it. He would have to look elsewhere than in th 
succession of the Western Church, for that appointment of Heaven whicl 
alone gives certainty te the church, as the one undivided spouse and bod) 
of Christ—To that trath, of which it is the pillar and ground—To th 
faith once delivered to the saints—To the sacraments as seals and pledges 
of covenanted engagements and means of grace—To the hope of man, 2° 
founded on revealed mercy, and built on the firm and unsevered foundatior 
of the faith and order of the gospel mutually confirming each other. 
Since therefore the reformed churches, especially the British churcli, 
did not derive their orders from the Bishop of Rome personally—there 's 
the less force firthe objection raised from his withdrawing them by ex- 
communication. But again, supposing, that every single reformed Bishop. 


” 








ie 


| 827. ] Bishop Ravenscroft on Episcopacy. 177 


was such by the laying on of the Pope’s hands—does it follow that the 
exercise of an usurped and unlawful power, destroys the effect of his acts 
performed in virtue of a power of which he was rightly and lawfully 
ossessed ? = Ce tainly sir, you Know that it isa maxim of the soundest 
reason, though I doubt whether you will acknowledge it, that usurped 
ower cannot pass into lawtul authority. That the supremacy claimed by 
the Bishup of Rome, was an usurpation, and no part of his original and 
cohtful Episcopal authority, can require proof to a Protesiant; nor 
vet is it needful te shew, that such of h als in spiritual office as had 
submitted to this nsurpation, in the darkness of the middle ages, were not 
thereby precluded from shaking off this lawless authority usurped over 
them, and trom resuming the independence of their character, and the 
exercise of their just and equal rights, as the spread of knowledge, and 
the investigations of inquiry, laid open and exposed the corruptions on 
which this anti-christian domination was built up. 

While therelore Dishop Ravenscroft would not admit@he ordaining or 
any other power, of an excommunicated and deposed Bishop, he would 
yet take the liberty to examine ard determine whether such excommunica- 
tion and deposition were lawfully and regularly pronounced, and thereupon 
decide for himselt Nothing like ‘a superiority of spiritual power or 
authority is known or owned among christian Bishops. The Episcopate 
isone, of which each Bishop hold a part. This part is equal in each, 
and includes all powers originally annexed to the office by its founder, 
“the shepherd and Bishop of our souls.” These original powers do not 
include the tremendous power of excommunicating each other—no single 
Bishop can exercise it towards another Bishop—where it becomes neces- 
sary to resort to it, it must be the act of that particular body or church, to 
which the offending Bishop belongs, and if regularly and canonically 
pronounced, will be respected by the church Catholic. But if founded 
upon usurped power, or uncanonically and irregularly pronounced, it 
cannot rescind and annul the power conferred on a Bishop or Bishops, by 
their regular and canonical consecration And this is a necessary con- 
sequence from the very nature and fandamentals of society, or associated 
individuals, whether the purpose of their association be, civil or religious. 
If, for example—the Bishop and Clergy of the diocese of North-Carolina, 
should undertake to falminate a Bull of excommunitation against a parti- 
cular Bishop, or against all the American Bishops—-vould it in any way, 
or in the judgment of any sound mind, be entitled to respect, or considered 
as at all affecting their lawful power and authority? And precisely of 
the same worth, is the excommunication of the reforming Bishops, clergy 
and people, by the Bishop of Rome, and his consistory of Cardinals. It 
was a mere nullity, sanctioned by no principle of reason or religion, and 
isof no avail, even to a contender for parity, in assigning it as a breach in 
the apostolical succession of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Not satisfied however, with these startling inquiries so well calculated 
to feed the prejudices of the ignorant and ifl informed, you rise in all the 
majesty of Presbyterian climax, and ask, “If we eannot show, that 
something was transmitted from St. Peter or St.Paul, through the whole 
lineof Popes and Bishops, to the man who ordained our humble and pious 
pple gg tn plage 

» and ncertainties of the benighted heathen?” [py 
reply to which, I would just ask you, who hold the divine right of the 
G08. MESS.—VOL. IV, 3 4 
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ministry in the church, how the divine right “in our humble and pious 
Pastor,” is to be ascertained, without something transmitted fron, the 
Aposties of Christ, which is capable of proof asa fact? Ll would a\,, 
ask you, how those persons who cut themselves off from the line in wh, 
these promises and mercirs are revealed and limited, can claim the he, he 
of them? And I might here leave to you all the INYeNKIY VOU are mastey 
of,without the slightest fear of your being able to escape fro > the diflicy(y, 
of Wdivine right in the ministry asserted. and the only possible provt 
itrejected. But as your qu is an appeal to the feelings and passions 
of your dissenting readers, aW@ an argument addressed to the ignor 
and prejudiced of evegy class, T must meet it and refute it. And this | 
am happily able to do in the most decisive manner Whether the grou), 
work of your question is taken from Bishop Hoadly, you best know —|; 
is however su similar in its character, to his views on the subject of vnin. 
terrupted succegsion in the christian ministry—that | shall meet it with th, 
arguments of Mrgdaw. 

The position fit down by the Bishop of Bangor, is in substance—t!:q) 
the claims to fegnlar and uninterrupted succession in the ministry of thy 
chureh of Christ, are vain words, mere ni: eties, titles and dreams. Jo 
which Mr. Law replies in the following manner: © Thus much surely is 
implied in these words; that no kind of ordination or mission of tix 
Clergy, is of any consequence or moment tons. For if the ordinatioy 
need not be regular, or derived from those who had authority from ( hris 
to ordain—it is plain that no particular kind of ordination can be of any 
more value than another. For no ordination whatever, can have any 
worse defects, than being irregular, and not derived by a succession from 
Christ °—* For if there be net a succession of persons authorized from 
Christ, to send others to act in his name, then both Episcopal and Presby- 
terian teachers, are equally usurpers, and as mere lavmen, as any at all ; 
for there cannot be any other difference between the Ciergy and laity. but 
as the one hath anthority from Christ to perform offices, which the other 
hath nots “But this authority can be no otherwise had, than by an unin- 
terrupted succession of men from Christ, empowered to qualify others. 
For ifthe succession be once broken, people must either go into the 
ministry of their own accord, or be sent by such as have no more power to 
send others, than to gv themselves. And, my Lord, can these be called 
ministers of Christ, or be received as his ambassadors? Can they be 
thought to act in his name, who have no authority from him? If so, your 
Lordship’s servant might ordain and baptize to as much purpose as your 
Lordship ; for it could only be objected to such actions, that they had no 
authority from Christ. And if there be no succession of ordainers trow 
him, every one. is equally qualified to ordain. My Lord, I should thivk 
it mieht be granted me, that the administering of a Sacrament, is an action 
we have no right to perform, considered either as men, gentlemen or 
scholars, or members of a civil society. Who then can have any authority 
to interpose, but he that has # from Christ? And how can that be had 
from him, without a sueeégsion of men from him, is fot easily conceived. 
Sboeld a private person choose a Lord Chancellor, and declare his 
authority good—woold there be any thing but absurdity, impudence and 
presumption in it? But why he cannot commission a person to act, sige 
and sev! ia the King’s name, as in the name of Christ, is unaccountable. 
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« My Lord it is a plain and obvious truth, that no man or number of 
men, conside-ed as such, can any more make a Priest of commission a 
person to officiate in Christ's name as such, than he can enlarge the means 
of grace, or add a new sacrament tor the conveyance of spiritual advan- 
tages. [he ministers of Christ are as much positive ordinances, as the 
sacraments, and we might as well think that sacraments, not institutedby 
hin, might be means of grace, as those pass for his ministers, who have 
no authority from him. Once more—all things are either in common in 
the church of Chirst, or they are not: if they are, then every one may 
preach, baptise, ordain, &c.—if all things are not thus common, but the 
administerl: g the sacraments and ordination, &c. are offices appropliated 
to particular persons -~ then I desire to know, how in this present age, or 
any other since the Apostles, christians can know their respective duues, 
or what they may or may not do with the several acts of church coim- 
munion, if there be no uninterrupted succession of aun persons from 
Christ? For votl authority trom Christ appears to Make a difference 
between them, we are all alike, and any ene may officiate as well as 
another. Uf there be no uninterrupted succession, then there are no 
authorised ministers from Christ; if no such ministers, then no christrian 
sacraments—tf no christian sacraments, then no christian covenant, 
whereof the sacraments are the stated and visible seals.” Ist Letter. 

From this unanswerable and most convincing reasoning, which applies 
as strictly to the principles you support, and to the whole scope of your 
argument and assertions, in these Reviews, as to the principles of Bishop 
Hoad!y —! think it clear, even to demontration, that the ground you take 
ofthe subject of the christian ministi ygeis both dangerous and untenable. 
That you know it to be such, is not to be ;resumed—yet you must know 
how readily and even gladly the world catches at the slightest objection to 
the truth and certainty of revealed religion, and you must be aware, that 
whatever tends to throw obscurity and uncertainty over the appointments 
of the divine wisdom, for assurance to man, of those invisible things of 
which faith is the evidence, does in an equal degree at least, foster and 
cherish ihe daring infidelity of this latter day. ‘To your cooler reflection 
then, | aust leave it to determine, bow far the structure of your argument 
throughout, and particularly what you present and support a8 the just and 
scriptural view of the charch and ministry of Jesus Christ, is calculated 
to mislead the igforant and unwary—to cast down the defences of the 
vospel, and turn men adrift ov the ocean of life, without chart or compass 
to guide them * to the rest that remaineth for the people of God.” 

(To be continued.) 
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TO THE EDITORS OF THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
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INQUIRY RESPECTING CANDIDATES FOR ORDERS IN N. YORK. 


In perusing the Journal of the late General Convention, (which 
we have got at last) f was much gratified with the evidence which 
‘ppears, inthe Report of the Committee on the state of the Church, 
ot its flourishing condition within the State of New-York. Burt I 
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ould be gladjthrough the medium of your pages, to invite som, 
explanation of it from some of your New-York readers, (as Le.) 
not doubt there are many such.) The faet to which I allude ;, 
this: there are stated to have been ordained Deacons in that State. 
since the preceding session of the General Convention, thirty per. 
- ¥ of which number nine only are stated to have been alumni oj 
the General Wheological Seminary !—U pon reading this senterce. | 
stopped short, I put down the Journal, and paused to reflect upon 
it, (as I have a sad habit of doing when I meet with any thin. |! y 
sc ie—but itis my way.) My first thought was, perhaps (\¢ 
nerai Seminary ts not popular in New-York,—the Professors, or 
“the course of study, are not evangelical enough—or they are jo) 
Hfigh-Church enough—the Bishops disapproves of them—or the, 


have got ptr i intend to have, a Diocesan Seminary of their own, 


+. a‘hittle puzzled by a fact there mentioned, (Journal p. 82,) ay¢ 
a. 


which they li tter, &c. But, I bethought myself, this canno 
be sogbecaus@the Bishop himself took an active part in the esta). 
lis mt of the Seminary, performs the duties of a Professor io it, 
and has a voice or 40 in regulating the studies ; and the Episcop.- 
lians of News York have contributed handsomely to the institution, 
and seem to take a pride in its success. Well, thought T, perhaps 
the expenses of education at the Seminary are so great, and the resi- 
dence of some of the candidates for orders so distant, that they could 
ot afford to go there. But then I bethought me of the Grand Ce- 
l, and the facility and cheapness of transportation, and T more- 
over called to naind that the g@st of tuition in the Seminary was 


nothing, and that the price of board was only two aie a week, 


and besides that there was one New-York Scholarship—and so | 


was forced to give up that argument. But may be, said [ to myself, 
they mop out some shorter cut to Theolygy than the thre 
years | ey of the said Seminary through the thorny paths of 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. ‘ Ave, there’s the rub!” Bat how can 
this be, said fto myself again, when I know that the Bishop of New 
York is a strenuous advocate for the usefulness and necessity of 
Theological Sent naries, as “ vitally ~~ & with the prosperity 
» and honour,” and as “ essé@ntial to the advancement and security of 
the highest interests of the Church,’* and therefor€ canyot be sup- 
posed to favour, or countenance, any inferior mode of half-way 
preparation for orders. But, not to perplex your readers with an) 
© more of the conjectures with ch | perplexed myself to account! 
for the difficulty in question, suffer ie to say, in short, that found 
no profit in my labours, They were all unsatisfactogy, andl shoul’ 
forthwith have east the matter into my heap of imexplicables, if ! 
had not happily bethoughtumyself once more, that pdéssibly some 0! 
your New-York "a wiser than I am,and ab easily te 
uutie the Gordian k “To their better skill Phumbly crave leave 
to refer the matter, and shall with due submission await the solution, 
and acknowledge my obligations. Q. 


‘te , 
* See the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart’s Address to the Convention aftNew-Yo |. 
1320: also, Pastoral Letter, same year ws 
» * 
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FROM THE FORGET ME NOT. 


‘EARTH TO EARTH AND DUST TO DUST.” 


yy 


& 
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By the Rev G. Croly. 


“ Earrn to earth, and dust to dust '” 
Here the evil and the just, 

Here the southful and the old, 

Here the tearfal and the bold, 

Here the matron and the maid 

fo one silent bed are laid; 

tiere the vassal and the king, 

Side by side lie withering ; 

Here the sword and sceptre rust— 

‘« Earth to earth, and dist to dust!" 


Age on age shall roll along ¥ 

O’er this pale and mighty throng | 
‘Those that wept them, those that weep. - 
All shall with these sleepers sleep. 

Brothe’s, sisters of the worm, 

Summer's sun, or winter’s storm, 

Song ot peace, or battle’s roar, 

Ne’er shall break their slumbers more. 

Death shall keep his sullen teust— 

‘‘ Earth to earth, and dust to dust !” 


‘ 
But a day is coming fast, h 
Barth, thy mightiest a y last! 
it shall come in fear and Wonder, 
leralded by tramp and thunder; 
It shall come in strite and toil; 
it shatheomnein blood audspoil ; 
it Shall come in empire's groans? © ee 
Burning temples, trampled thrones : ¥ 
Then, ambition, rue thy lust!— 
Barth to earth, aud dustto dust!” 


Then shall comethe judgment sign ; ; ie 
In the t the Kine sliall shine ; 
Flashing from Heaven's goldén gute, 


» Phousarid thousands route his state, 


> 


¥ 
at 


7 


Spirits with the crown and plume ; 
Tremble then, thou sullen tomb ! 


Heaven ee open enoar sight, 
parth iroed to livinglight, 


Bivg m of the ransomed just— 
Earth to earth, and dust to dust "’ 


Then thy mount, Jerusalem, 
Shall be gorgeous as a gem ; 
n shall in the desert ri ae 

* 3: of moré thap Paradis€; wr ad 


pe by Angel feet be trod, 
t garden of her God! 


‘Tillare ord dried the martyr’s tears 
Through a thousand glorious years! 
)Now in hope of Him we trust— 

« arth Perth, and Gust to dust !” 


"+ 
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* GRELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
4 
ABSTRAGR OF THE JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION, 
. . 
, i »  [Contiuned from page V4 of the May No.) 


Progeed gs respecting alterations i in the Prayer Book. 
-s The'll case of Bishops, deeply solicitous to preserve unin. 
paired the Liturgy of the Cuureh, and yet desirous to remove ihe 
Ons ged am the supposed length of the service, for ti 
ission of 8om its parts, and particularly for the Omission of 
oO of the communion ce, which is commonly called the 
. a@iite-communion, do unanimor propuge to the House of Clerical 
. and Mey the following resolutions, to be submitted to the 
| ventions, ‘7 be acted upon at the nex 
tion, agreeably to th eighth article of the Const- 
ta , r 
? . & Thatlin st order how the Psalter is appointed to 
be Owing be added tothe fourth paragraph—* or avy 
. other poole aluis, except onppose days on whic er psalus 
od 


_ are “appoi -so that the whole ‘paragraph will re read as fol- 


~ lows :—‘9Phe minister, instead of reading from the Psalter as divi- 


. y ie and evening prayer, may read one of the se- 
; i 2 set out b ‘ this Church, or any other psalm or psalms, except 


n those days om which ‘ proper psalins’ are appointed.” 
* 2. Resdlved, That.in “ the order how the rest of t holy Scrip- 
ture is ointed to be read,’ the following be inserted after the 
fifth paragraph :—** The min igter may, at discretion, instead of 


the entizelessous, ready tab e portions thereof, not less than fifteen 
vers d on otherdays than Sundays and holy days, in those 

planed fer orning and evening prayer is not daily vse he may 
ve other ioe Old and Ne ~ Testame nt, ips ead of the 


preseribed : bei See t, unless circumstan- 
ees rend *“Xpedient, | Sh s B days of Wednesdays 
ys, the lessons on s, or one ae inptery ening 


® days, be read.” 

i Bishops, in the &: of the offige of ; 3 n, Aiding 
that the pretace is frequenfh) well suited to thea nd charac- 
ter of those w hore presente , unanimously 
propose the following resojutiOn : i. 

3. Resolved, That after the present preface in th office Af Gonii- 
mation, the following be ingertg Phone ‘d ins the former, 
at the discretion ofghe Bi —* er 
that the apostleg la ds o thes i bp hept d} sn 
| sae styl apostle Paul, f,pands, 

ranked by him among the — of the scgiine © ecb 


* . v ‘ 
* This appeared inahe utimber for Decembe “+, but is published five a connect 
ed view OF the whole subjget. & : , 


ae 
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has been retained in the Church, under the name of Confirmation 5 


and is very convenient, and proper to be observed, to the end that 
persons being sufficiently instructed m what they promised, or what 
was promised for them in their baptism, and being, in other respects, 
duly qualified, may themselves, withtheir own mouth and consent, 
openly before the Church, ratify and confirm the same, andalso 
oromise, that by the grace of God, they will evermore endeavour 
v8 mselves faithiuily to observe sueh thimgs as they, by their own 
confession, bave assented unto.” 5 * 

* And to correct thednjurious’misapprehension, as to the mean- 


ag of certain terms, in the first collect th the office of Confirma= 


tion, the Bishops unanimously propose the tolloWing resolution :— 
4. Resolved, That after the first collect in the office of Confirma- 
‘ion, the following be inserted, to b@ used at the diseretion of the 
Bishop, instead of the first Collect, *SAlmighty and ety wr God, 
who hast vouchsafed, in baptismy to régenerate the ly servants, 
by water and the Holy Ghost} thus giving them a title to al the 
blessings of thy cOvenaut, Of grate aud merey, in thy ‘Sou Jesus 
Christ, andnow dost gratiously ‘confirm “Untogh«im, ratifying the 
promises them made, all their holy privileges ; grant Unio them, we 
beseech they O Lord, the renewing of the Holy Ghost? strengthen 
them with the powef of this divine Comforter ; and daily incréase 
intheéim thy manifold gifts of grace, the spirit of wisdom and under- 






‘ 


standings the.spirit of GounSel and ghostly strength, the spirit i 


knowledge and true godjiness,and fillthem, O Lord, with the spi- 


rit of thy holy fear, now and for ever, Amen,” 

“ And whereas, in the opinion of thé Bishops, there is no doubt as 
to the obligation of ministers to say, on all Sundays and other holy 
days, that part of the communion office which is commonly called 
the ante-communion, yet as the practite of some of nee ey is 
not conformable to this*construction of the tubrick’on point, 
the House of Bishops propose’ the following resolution:— 

5. * Resolved, 'T hat the followingbe adopted as a ‘substitute for 
the first sentence in the rm rick, insmediate | y after the Spamuaion 

tae : * a + 







. 
; 
— 
; 


; sy SHiall be. said) all that is 
i pu nion, unto theénd-of the Gogpel, conelud- 
rice, im all cases when ther@is a sermon or Commu- 
there is mot, with the blessing.” | ’ 

was C fferedy that theigonsideration of the-subject be 
tponed and fost. | 
ed, to postpone thé consideration of the above re- 
€ purpose of ie ae the following : 

» House of B ops conéarring that a joint Com- 


Asist e . a and ee Cleric: | aud three 
rates, of House, appointed, to which Committee 


shall be refe rec _the proposed alterations. in the Liturgy; and that 
mittee report such alterations therein, if any, as they 
yedient, in such form as will admit of their being acted 


ne “Convention.” ; 


ofices— 
“On all Sundays ar 
appointed 0 


tug divine 
uion, and 
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of ‘this oe for, the question wa, 


plution to postpune; and it was lost. 

ion was then offered to divide the message of th, 

to consider each resolution by itself; and lost. 
the question Was put on the whole of the resoly. 
from the House of ishops ; ; and the ayes and noes 
edlled for, it appeared 24got the Clergy and 15 of the Laity 
he alle : ie . 4 fhe Clergy and 4 of the Laity jy 
weet i oO it solved that this House concur in the 

Pre use Of Bishops. > 

at the next meeting of the Convention be held 


he second Wednesday in August, 1829. 
ape ried, and the resolutions therein 


a Bomestid and Foreign Mis 

ye” leave to at having examined the re- 
at Vir cto e records of the proceed- 
rte 3 years lastypast, the) 

, ’ va s*the accomplishment 0 of 
society, by ablishment,of d tic missions 
ies ce the L WD nited tates, and the, ng of auy- 

2s i | different diocesses ; but they regret to 

igsiona ios, yet been gent from this institution to 

L The Committee are persu uaded that this has not 

rom an unwillingness to @néour » fs at, issions on the 

Pit te rs of our rch, oc that a large 
proportion of the fands whi aie nin trea ry ry was con- 
tribu r thisep tictlar object ie 2000 having been sub- 
ibéd for a utissi the western se Africa, and other con- 
ishing missions in ether parts ——. 

ing to believe that os to estab- 

cuedgcereaee Aapdifferenc 

to carry into effect the 

ypart of the Board of Di- 

they are disposed to 

ich 2 either of those 


ommittée, how 
gard to the reputation 
©) Church in, Whites State 
intentions os en 
to the many friends w 


foreign | 

and fultil 
than it was on 
into all the wérld, 


concluding this 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society. 


re & 


that ot should, ithout . se omthis Church to 


wd bd ai r , 
s,t : > a rue } r s glory, 


Od 
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religion, and offer the following resolutions to be hoped by this 
House :— 

“ Resolved, That the Board, of Directors of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society be requested to establish, and as soon 
as possible, occupy @ missionary station at Liberia, the American 
colony on the western coast of Africa, aud. also at Buenos Ayres, or 
its vicipity, im South-America. 


“ Resolved further, that the several Bishops of this Church be re- , 


spectfully requested to recommend, in their respective Dioceses, 
such measures as they may=@dé@m proper, for collecting funds for 
this Society, and re ‘nderingits operations effeetive.” 

The Rey. Dr. B. BP. Onderdonik, and in case of fis failttre, the Rev. 
Dr. Wyatt was appointed by the House of mg to preacii the 
next triennial Sermon before the said Society. 

The tollowing Canon was p —‘* Every pe rson- who désires 
to beeome a candidate fer Onsen | this Chure all, in the> first 
instance, give notice of his intention to the Bishdp, orif there be ho 
Bishop, to such body as the Church 1 in the Diecess or State in which 
he intends to apply may appoint ; andsife after hoa the canon- 
ical festunonials from the Stasiding Committee; he be ad mitted asa 
candid: te by the Bishop, or if f there be no Bishop, By such body as 
the Churéh in the Diocess¥or_ State in whieh hé intends to apply 
may appoint, he shall remain a candidate for the term of three years 
bre issothination ulless the Bishop, with the advice and con- 
sent of the agree members of the Standing Committee shall deem 
it expedient to Ordain iE A nGidutaaste r the expiration of a shorter 
period, not less than one year.’ 

” The firs paragraph of 

aled. 


non of ae are Lge 
“On motion, Reso at the ae of this Llouge be pre- 
sented to thé Preside ‘ibe Secretary and the nssighh MiiBeage tary, 
tor the sty ioe reuenedghy them respettiyely, during the prese it 
session. 
“The RY. Dr. Wha 
Bishops, and inform 





othe canon of 1808, and the first ca- 
















ted to Wait on the Ilowse of 
ouse is now reudy torise, and 
with them, and clyse the 


seSsi n of the T ; itable acts of devotion, and their 
be i 
i“ The ee then wit. House. The presiding 
Bishop deliveréd’ a shor ee read appropriate collects 
) ; two Ilouses united in singing 


and prayers fromthe] iturg 
the 133d minmetre, The benediction was pronounced by the 
presiding Bishop.” When i Bishops retired, and the House ad- 







Religious “ere £ Scamen.— A« the late sitting Of our didec- 
san Conven “the following Preamble and Resolutions were 
uloved by Mr Hancke I, and unanimously agreed to: 

“ Whe réaching of the Gospelito the Por, constituted 
@sigual re in “thie? Ministry of our blessed Lord while on ¢ arth, 
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be nt duty. ineumbent upon those who profess to hp 

apr di 3 and whereas Seamen dre of this description, and 
°s ee constant exposure to danger, are objects of peculiar soli. 
ran benevolence : the representatives of the Protes. 


Epi iscopal Charch in South+Carolina, in Convention assembled 
fase view the efforts that are making, by Chiistians of all de- 
ot Wek: for this laudable purpose, w ith great satisfaction; and 
LO Co- ate in its oggor piish app ment, most heartily unite in the adop. 
hor of t ig Resolutions ; 
‘Resolved, That we regard with peculiar satisfaction, the erce- 
's Chapel, for the gratuitous accommodation o! 
Pin with the means of uniting in. the public wor- 
of God, Retest to our rigmaly and w: urmily recommend it to 
of the members of ourCommupion. 
t we deem | eution of its Pastor to the Se:- 
ch of no less dp*portance, than that to the poor. 
alved, hat the Bishop do nominate threg persons, and, i 
‘mame of this Convention, Nigit them to co-operate With the 
imister of St tephen’ 8 Chapel, in ringing’seamen under the cx- 
ge of his Pi futictions; and-also to devise Such means as 
Beem tot most expedicntgor the parthent of the debt stil 
“aie for the erection ofthis beildin » > and for the better Support o! 


the @ Missidiipry employedin it.’ ,¢, 


iy Enblish —- “Knotledze Society,—Among the resolutions 
5 pele at a S| 2" feral f ing ol ‘this Society, consequent on 
the death of Bis * we find one,“ having reference toa de- 
sire stro cent y him,” appropriating the sum of twothon- 
Gai Pounds for the foundation of two se olarships imsBishop’s 


gre the enaeepc™ mers of the Asiatic Epiggopat Chureb- 
s, no bordinafion tothe Churehiof R , and to be for eve 
called + “Bishop Heber’ spSeliolarships. At sie ae ae a 


. 


sunilar sum Was ap priated JSorthe enlargement of the Church at 
» Tanjore ; a for ilding nlarging parva, 


_ Sc hools, ‘and ouses for 
&. ries unother parts of DS 


‘hi Missiorvar, Soc “Misk 1 Was ¢* 
ina the bk Lhe ro Aes rot 
“the Umted States, Which, it®y f 8, has been sugeessful. The fol- 
lowing are extraets re : 
ype = € th | ‘Been crowded all the Finks by, ‘uropeans, 

* “The Church has 7 ANS, 
half-breed ives, and nati cae many of, whom I have had 
the ites t fears at t 


sigh bw r bedove esus being Un- 
fo olded to chato: "Ew | eeds have, is s added to the 
number of those that shall be saved. The flange, of fico has, 


last whnter, s shewnh itself atthe hunting ground in 


observation of ‘the Sabbath by many who i heen a 
pay Daa ear ta bs who, “ee hear, ¢ 


» 
. . io A 


ay 
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patience the scoff and ridicule of their less thoughtful countrymen. 
{could particularize many very pleasing instances of what I hope 
isthe beginning of the work of grace ; but | am yet able only to re- 
joice with trembling, and therefore forbear, l may, however, add, 
‘hat 1 feel confident that the ¢ree of dife is:-new striking reot at thas 
place, which wil eventually drop its fruits over this immense con- 
unent, and whose leaves will be for the healing of the bewildered 
Indian. 

“Itis truly gratifying to my soul, onthe Sunday morning to look 
gut of my windows, and seethe people coming in groupes, as far as 
the eve can reach; and my pleasure is doubly heightened, when I 
perceive them, as they pass, to be principally halt-breed natwes and 
Indians. 

“ The Indian boys come, as usual, in the evening, tomy house, to 
say their catechisms and to sing} and it is, indeed, the most pleas« 
ing part of the Sabbath to me, 6 join them in this simple service, 
aud to.hear them singing the ee of theonly true God» This 
evenings was more than usually interested, as it was the first time 
that L witnessed them shedding tears. lu giving out to them the 
236th Hymn ef the “Sunday Scholar's .Companion”—*“ Lord, 
while little Heathens bend,” it Was natural that I should be led to 
tell then of the cruelties practised in the East, which are alluded te 
in that hymn: they were all much affected, and one of them an As- 
sinniboin Indian,waskedy “ sir, is no schoolmaster there to tell them 
nol?’ 1 told themthatmany were gone from home to tell of Jesus. 
Christ, as T had done, to come to thém: they looked at one another 
with smiles, which indicated their inward approbation.” 

Hottentots.—lt appears that among this hitherto much feglected 
race are found Sunday Schools both for adults and children, in aes 
tiwe Operation, and zéalously supported by the people themselves, 
aswell asby almost everyindividual resident at the station, whose 
assistance could be made uscful as teachers. Many of the Jatter 
class were selected froin among the Hottentots; ald when 1 i con- 
sidered, that not less than shundred adults, and from three to 
four hundred children are reg réceiVing instruction, and learn- 
ing to read the Seriptures in e schools—and that the greatest 
number of the children af@also taughts@n week days, toead and 
writé English=it is impossible for a foment to doubt the utility of 
the institutionsy tod ny that the work of 1mpros Cment. is going 

Wises of persons advanced in Years, Who have but 
one day in seven, to learn, cannét be otherwise than sloW; and 
doubtless, much remains to be done; but while the @ffeet of these 
schools on the mo ls of the Hottentots is already very apparent, in 
their better obseryance,of the Lérd’s day, and the usefal appropri- 

‘ F fn) , or 
ation of that portidn of time, Which before was too Often spent in 
idleness, the: veryegéneral desire of instruction thusevinced both 
for themsélyes ‘and their children, affords a gratifying proof of the 
influence of Christian principles on theirgpmidds ;,and cannot fail, 
at no distant period, to produce astribing and unportant change in 
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the character and habits of the people. Inthe day schools, we },9, 

»much satisfaction in seeing the British system introduced. The 
progress which the children had made ia E nglish, considering the 
short time sinee it had.been introduced into the se hools, appeared 
very creditable to the teachers; while the facility with which thes 
learn, and the readiness of their replies to questions put to them o: 

~ scripture history, afford a satisfactory refutation of the charge 9, 
mtelleetual incapacity, which some have Ynguarde dly thrown ow 
against the Hottentots in general. —Mission. Herald. 

Sunday Sohouls tm our Country. These fruits of Christian Ph). 
Janthropy are advameing with ucreased rapiditWin the melioratior 

» of society. 

The numberof schools of this description is immense. The 
benefits ate invaluabl« to all classes. ‘To the illiterate and the neg. 
lected they furms h instraction and counsel, without which :\) 
young must tnavoicably : grow up Up the accumulation of evil halit. 
and misery, if pot of crunes and punishment. To the better tauy)) 
they aid the estie de ‘partinent of their education, and provid 
them with |: ade ages for céligious and moral improve ut. 

. T e condition of these Behoolsis not a little interesting to per 
Ssons who take a pleastire in observing the ptogress 6f i MmMprovemen: 
* inedueation. A simplesfamiliar, and explanatory style is gaining 
ee: inthe’Mapner of impartiag instruction. "Phe Sunday; Schoo! 
ion of thi COUMEEY , am institution. of great extent, and which is 
“effecting mutch in this dep: urtment, gives a dec ided preferenc e to this 
method, whieh cannot fail to introduce it widely in American Sup- 
day Sch@ols.. This isyowe think,a point of gréat importance in 
, sonnection. with the developement of the mind, and the formation 
of me It iso the highést moment, that while intelligible 
and hidgepuet becoming thore and more-prevalent in 
ue schools, sia and moral impressions _ should not b 
left te depend on mechanic ral acts of learning and saying by rote 
Whatis not rend aecessible its understanding or interesting 
and impressive to the = 
» Physical and intellestual are_ desirable things ; but man 
caw be truly happy with very little of cither. Ites not so with mo- 
ral education; embracing yas we think it'must do, the power of re- 
ligion, to give it, not only efficacy, but pearece: ‘It is, we cont- 
~ dentlyebelieve, in moral education, that the gre discoveries.and 
improvements are yét to mee But we fen shall be slow in 
our progress, till parents who vat e directed an earnest attention [0 
this subject, come ronaiea and aid us with the results Of experience: 
we say parents ; oe this business is and ought to be in thetr 
Wade. And non ow correct our theories of physical or in 
telfeethal, or dren, us education, may be ; if the influence o! 
example in parénts, and brothers, and sisters, and, school compan 
1ons, As prac tically running counter to improve ment, in those ub- 
guarded and eee and actions and habits, which are 
tacitly forming’the réal and predomi nating echaracter of the young: 
r. ; me 
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1327.) Religious Intelligence. isu 
Yothers especially need more of the spirit of attention to this un- 
4 -peakably important part of their duties and their responsibilities 
s It is only by the attentive observation of tacts, however, that the 
requisite knowledge in this department can be developed ; and—as | 
bas more than once been urged on parents—the improvement of 
parental ond domestic education must emanate trom them. 

The moral instruction of children at primary, sehools needs vastly 
more attention than it has yet received. » It is not enough that oe- 
easional approbation or rebuke be dealt out, as the exigencies of the 
-ase Orthe moment may seem to require, Something systematic 
ind permanent should be attempted,—indeced, should be made one 
of the principal objects in such schools; where the foundation of 
disposition and character is laid for life. Here, too, the method 
idopted in infant schools, suggests the means of improvement. In 
these institutions, the cultivation, of the heart Teceives its proper 
place in the scale of estimation; It is not treated asa thing which 
it is Very well to keep in view occasionally, or as,at best but a sort 
of collateral object. It is made the’grand aim which the teacher 
must alwaygehave before him,—eome of intellectual improvement 
what mnay.—Journal of Education. 

-@ be some 

Theological Seminaries in our Country.—*Of these institutions, 
some afford the, advantages of a style.of education, whieh, in the 
hest corresponding institutions of Great Britain, has not hitherte 
been attempted. Itwould occupystoo mueh space were we to enter 
into the details which would make the truth of ourassertion evident 
to persons who have not directed their attention to the state of this 
branch of education, at home and abroad. The meagre eutline of 
a course of divinity as sketehed, by Professor Jardine, from one of 
the best seminaries of Scotland, shows how far the procress of Ame- 
riéan improvement in this department has outstripped that of older . 
countries." It is unquestionably a very singulapdaet that the estab- 
lishment of England, the largest, the wealthiest, and most influen- 
tial body in the Protestant, world, Has no regular authorized plan P 
lor the education of their clergy.” —ibid., 

. — ? 

Missionary Efforts favorable to Education.—“‘Many of the various 
inissionary stations throughout the world have attached»to them 
schools of practieal instruction.in the useful arts, for the benefit of 
adults ; and most are furnished with well managed schools,of com- 
mon education for the young, who arépin large numbe rs, receiving 
the same elements ef knowledge and of improvement which are de- 
veloped in the happier sphere of*civilized and polished society. 
Some of the missionary stations provide instruetion of a still higher 
order, and open the benefits of collegiate edueation to those who, 
uight otherwise have passed their lives in the ignorance and degta- Og 
: dation of their ancestors.”’—ihid. _ ® 





Pennsylvania Convention.—This meeting was ae at Harris 
burgh on the Sth May. , There were presentgthe Bishep, fifty-one 


as 
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Presbyters and Deacons, and 130 Laymen. The Sermon was preac). 
ed by the Rev. Dr. Wilson, Pfofessor in the General T heologic, 
Semifary. After the divine guidance had. been invoked by the 
Bishop, the-Convention went into the election of * a fit and qual). 
| fied Clergyman to be assistant Bishop,” and the Rev. He ‘ary W 

Onderdouk, of New4¥ork was duly elected. Thirteen new Chure), 
es were adinitted into Union with the Convention. It appears ther, 
were present No les8than threevof the ante-revolutionary lergy,now 
folirscore yearsywho were not restrained by the love of ease, so ve. 
neral in old age, from trayelling a hundred miles to fill their sea: 
Yon this highly interesting © occasion. 

P inckney semi-gpaalt Lectures, on the Greatness of God, and hi, 
goodness to all his Greaturés.—W navoidable circumstances having 
prevented the delivery of~theseé Lectures as usual in November ay 
May last, we ufiderstand, the Reverend Lecturer is re-appointed {i 
the next stated occasion; ; and that the respected supporters of thi 
foundation have appropriated the amount of it for the current yeu 
to a Chgriteb epee: 4, f 

wig ; _ 

“Dire ‘ctions tom ible Clliss.— 1. Eater upon the dutues of the class 
witli a deép sense “ofthe, importance of amaccurate and thorouy) 
knowledge of the Scriptares ; remembering that the Bible is a reve. 
iptin front Bo d, and that hé holdsyou responsible for the rigly 

i provement of theif s'of knowledge which he has placed m 
By cur power. bix your mind stro1 ely in the resolution to perse- 

Vere, notwh tanding any difficulties with which you m: Ly meet. 

No great lens ‘nits @re _ made withdut labour, and little prv- 


gress of knowle dupii is T0 be 6 ie ed, unless yéurminds are direci- 


ed tothe inve sugatigy of thin 
oe i 
. Sit dow ae of theyporti 1 of Scripture, with 
au humble, We and teachable disposigiotielooking” to God for 
instructionin tt and being ready to receive whatever 
he teaches Withou ings and dispul 8 ; M ees that 
the greatend of knowns | ith. i | Be ready to lay 
aside all prepossessio recone vedhopiations, and. to con- 
form allyour views dnd feelings to the Word o 
3. Remember that the proper use ~ reason is to aséertain wha! 
the Scriptures do teach, not what ve nay not teach ; and 


that, havihg distever nable for us, 
ry Fi 


* which you had not previously 


where we cani®t 5 it, rather to st-our own 
» wisdom thadf to cal questi 1e wisdom of G Utica Chr 

Repository. | iy “ sO 
y 


~ 2s 


tble Questions, —What'arc thes truths iu cin é our view by the 
Gospel for ee € terete Sunday after Trinity ? > a” 
What are ete of which we aré reminded by the same por 
oe 
nse do 
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tion of Seri 9 3 ; 
In what te u onerstn th@expréssion * ‘compel them te 
come in? " Pid os she 4 
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Consult Stanhope on the Gospel, Bishop Brownel’s Prayer Book, 
and the Commentaries of Whitby, Hammond, Burkitt, or Mant & 


p’Oyley. 
Answers to be returned on the above named Sunday. 
=e 
NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


The Biblical Reader, by the Rev. J. L. Blake.--We have been favoured (says the 
editor of the Church Register) with a copy of this compilation, which was published 
last vear at Boston. The compiler is a respectable clergyman of the tpiscopal 
Chorch. He states his object to be the presenting, in a single volume, such selec- 
‘ions from the Scriptures as are particularly jateresting and instrvetive to the risiag 
veneration, afd also to revive in onr seminafies the reading Of the holy Scriptures, 
which, of late years, bas been too muely neglected—this, being desigued as a class 
nook. The selections, as far as we have examined them, are judiciously made, and 
calculated to effect the purpose of the compiler. The Bible abounds in passages of 
the most attractive character for youth, and we wa@uld have them early mae ac 
quainted with them. We have never met with any well founded objections to plac- 
ing the Scriptures before them in ‘schools. This volume is well adapted to this pur- 
pose. The mode chosen by the compiler, is that of presenting e@nneeted passages 
m the form of a chapter, witha few questions appended to try the memory of the 
pupil; these arefollowed by some brief practical observations, “most of them se- 
lected from commentators of acknowle talents and piety.” 

The work is not, perhaps, unsuitable for Bible Classes; and micht be found usefal 
i@ Sunday Schools apd the family circle. Jt is well printed, anu ornamented with a 
number of w ood*cuts. . 

The Primer —A Book of Common Prayer, Weedful to be used by all Ghrislians, which 
hook was authorized and set forth by King Edward Vite be taught, learned, read and 

ed by all his subjects —Of this work, Which was reprinted in Ln¢eland;yecar before 
last, an English Review says—* This excellent little BOoky which Mr, Walter has 
taken the pains to restore, though as nay as possible three hundred years old, has a 
perfect right to be esteemed as modeyn, as it was at the first moment of its composi 
tion; for it is no less than a most legitimate appendix, to our BoOKs of Common 
Prayer, adapted indeed to private use, bat of the same weight ‘and authority in its 
origin being compiled and put togeth@r by those most respected and venerable 
founders of omr English Protestant Cnurch, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, &c. and set 
forth as the title page informsms, by order of King Edward VI. 

“The prayers ate, like those in our liturgy, short. buf full; free from-all the ex- 
travagancies Of enthusiasm, and all the follies of superstitiones The whole book in- 
deed, small as it ia, ans wen admirably to the description given of it by Mr. Walter 
his preface ; and may justly be received 
lection of prayers suited to, individual eases wants, Whi Fouremaformers could 
not properly incorpegate intd the pilblic ii rey ; MB not applicable, that is to any 
large, mixed, and promiscuous congregation. — we must observe, that 
thePri does not@onsist merely of detathed prayers} it contains admirable di 
rections Row to prav, apd what is still more, how to render ourselves fit to pray, with 
forms of prayer for, particular oc@asions, and suitable selections of psalins’and tes- 
sons.’ An Ameficam edition of this Werk is indeed desirable. 

Caution to the pu rs of Tratts wrlten by Episcopalians.—A writer in the Epis- 
copal Watchman saysp lt has been found difficultte procure books for ou® Sunday 

not been mutilated pie the tastes and opinions of 


“Schools, Which 

‘the nation own by the name of ““Dd@ions.” Thusthe “ Dairyman's Daugh- 
“ter, though retaining its title and the name of its auth@ry has been shorn of some 
* of ts mo an 






the public > most valuable col- 














ng extellencies while passing th han“ union” press. In 

her instructive Wile book, giving an account of the c@nversion of a poor cob 

* bleg, the Parish Churc and @lergyiman, curate and glerWall disappeared, the cob- 

“bler recmir cd tract from a distributer of a, Sabbath Sehool, and the worshippers 
~ Bssemble With prayer books, but with psalm books.”’ . 

“The Errand Boy, by Mrs. Sherwood, who is a member of the Episcopal Church, 

ha® been similarly altered. The BoardfthegAmerican Sunday School Union have 






anunced ntéation to make in “ any work they publish Whatever alterations 
"| they judge necessary, having chieffy in view the one graeme object of Gospel truth ° 
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Ob ituary— Episcopal ‘Acts—Calendar. 


OBITUARY. 

Died, at his residence in Loudon County, (Virg.) April 13, 1827, the Rev. Joy, 
Douws, in thé 60th year of bis age. He was for many years a faithful and dilip,,, 
Minister of the gospel His heart seems to have been the seat of love; he loved). 
God supremely, his neighbour as,himself. No selfish views, no censorious rigou. », 
uncharitable, urchristian prejudices found a place in his soul While in the disehay,., 
of his ministeriakduties of dispensing the word of life to the people of his charg... 
pleased his Heavenly Father to visit him with a disease, which put a period to y, 
usefulness on earth. He fell speechless in the pulpit, was instantly bled, soon recy, 
ered his articulationyand from that time to the day of his death continued in the wo. 
happy, calm, and peaceful state imaginable, exhorting all around him to continy, 
faithful unto death. |. Brey . 


Departed this life-on the 7th of May, in StJohn’s Parish, Berkley, of the Epis) 
pal Church in which, he was a Vestryman, Frevericxk Laurens, Esq in the 25 
vear of his age. ‘The deeeased remembered * his Creator in the days of his your); 
was convinced that * one thing is needful ;” and, confiding not in the auvaniages o, 
fortune and reputation, earnestly end@avoured to secure the approbation ot lis co. 
science, and the peace afid hope, which are in believing the Gospel. He had searc:|, 
begun to take afar in thé business of society and the Church, but already usefy) ; 
both, and especially to his domestic ¢ircle, his character authorized elevated exp: 
tations from (he dmcreage of bis years and opportunities. The deathof such a mau , 
indeed a eatani its awful nness it is an admonition notto presume pou 
a protracted sickness, aloug ;andte attend to the chief concern immediately 
so us to possess like h in death, béqueath to mourning survivors like consolatio: 
and become @ partak of that rest whieh remaineth for the people of God. 
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i EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
| ©) © oRpEatios. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Sow) 
Cau olina.—On Sunday, Vay 13, 1827, in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, the Rev 
Edward Neulville, Deacoh, Minister of Prince William’s Parish, Was admitted to t): 
holy order of Priests. @ * | > # 

% CONSEORATION. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Bighop of the P. BE. Church in Maryland.—On Satu 
day, March 31, {827, th st African Church in Baltimore, was consecrated to tv 
Christian Worship of Almighty God, by the name of St. James’ Chureh. 

a —e-  g F 
 OALENDAR FOR JUNE. 
3 Whitsunday. & ay “« & hes 
1. Whitsun Monda vidnt meeting of the Trustees®f the Pro. Epis. >» 
ciety for the Adyane of Christianity in S Carolina. 
Whilsun Tuesday—Anniversary of the P. E. Sunday School Sotiety. 


3. Ember Day. 
Meeting of the Managers of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday Schoo 


“» 
x 


Society. nt A 
Ember Days, f 


TrinitP Sun # # 
. St. Barnabas. 
. First Sunday Trouly . > 
. Second Sunday after Trinity—St. John the Baptist» Paw 
27. Meeti of thesstanding Committee of thesPro. Bpis. Missionary Society. 
29. St Pole red . ve 
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. ..% 
~IZI a 
Erwata—In the Gespel Messenzer for May, page 142, line 6 from the bottom, for 
“espied,”’ read opi’ d. Page 159, fine # from the bottom, for 4‘ Heme’s,” re?” 
Horne’ s. " e : . ee 
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